
L I V I N G  H O P E  C H U R C H
ASSOCIATE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN

WORSHIP GUIDE
November 8, 2026



Welcome
Welcome to Living Hope Church!  We are so glad that you are here and long to show you 
the love and hospitality of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Our Vision
Gathering of God’s People
We are a gathering of God’s people located in Belmont, NC.  Each Lord’s Day, God meets 
us as we gather for worship. We encounter Him in worship through the ordinary means of 
grace - prayer, the Word of God, and the sacraments. These means of grace are appointed 
by God for His people. They point us to Christ, sustain us and nourish us in our union with 
Him as a part of His Body.  

Growing in God’s Word
We are committed to knowing God. God has revealed Himself to us in the person of Jesus 
Christ. We believe all of scripture points us to Him. Therefore, we are faithfully committed to 
the authority of His Word. We believe the Bible teaches us all things necessary to be known, 
believed, and observed for salvation. Growing in God’s Word happens in community 
through preaching, small groups, Bible studies, Sunday School, Wednesday Night 
Fellowship, and special events.   

Going on God’s Mission
We are a mission-minded congregation with a heart to obey The Great Commission, making 
disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. Through community outreach and evangelism, supporting 
the planting of local churches and global missions, we are committed to faithful participation 
in the spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ until He returns.

Children
Worshiping together with their family is a wonderful way for children to learn to love Jesus.  
We value the children’s participation and invite them to worship with us during the entire 
service.  Children’s Bulletins and crayons are available each Sunday to go along with our 
service. If kids need to leave the sanctuary, parents are welcome to stay with them in the 
children’s room or parlor. We have Worship Care for children aged Kindergarten and 
younger which begins at the offertory. Parents are asked to walk them to the classroom 
located behind the sanctuary.  The children will be cared for and taught by background 
checked volunteers.  Please pick them up immediately following the service.  
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Gathering Music will 
begin a few minutes 
before the service.

HOW WE WORSHIP:

Throughout church 
history, the style of 
worship has been 
expressed in different 
ways. Each church or 
tradition has its own 
style. We believe that the 
worship of God is far 
more than style and not 
about our preferences. 
Worship begins with a 
heart to worship God 
through faith in Jesus 
Christ. The elements of 
worship are determined 
by God and revealed in 
His Word. When we 
meet God in worship 
there is a dialogue 
between God and his 
people:  God speaks, 
and we respond. He 
promises to meet with us 
as we worship him in the 
way he has ordained.  

Words and music by Brandon 
Lake, Chandler Moore, Chris 
Brown, Cody Carns, Pat Barrett, 
Steven Furtick.  © 2023 Capitol 
CMG Genesis; Capitol CMG 
Paragon; Housefires Sounds; 
Writer's Roof Publishing; 
Brandon Lake Music; Music by 
Elevation Worship Publishing; 
For Humans Publishing; 
Maverick City Publishing

All music used by permission.  
CCLI License # 21600909.
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*GATHERING MUSIC
    Living Hope

1. How great the chasm that lay between us
How high the mountain I could not climb
In desperation I turned to heaven
And spoke Your name into the night
Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul
The work is finished the end is written
Jesus Christ my living hope
 
2. Who could imagine so great a mercy
What heart could fathom such boundless grace
The God of ages stepped down from glory
To wear my sin and bear my shame
The cross has spoken I am forgiven
The King of kings calls me His own
Beautiful Savior I’m Yours forever
Jesus Christ my living hope
 
Chorus:  Hallelujah praise the One who set me free
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain
There’s salvation in Your name
Jesus Christ my living hope
(repeat)
 
3. Then came the morning that sealed the promise
Your buried body began to breathe
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion
Declared  the grave has no claim on me
(repeat)
Jesus Yours is the victory

Chorus (2x)
Jesus Christ, my living hope, God, you are my living hope

*Please stand as you are able.  



CALL TO WORSHIP:
God initiates worship 
by speaking first to call 
his people into his holy 
presence.  The Call to 
Worship compels us to 
turn from the world and 
focus our hearts and 
minds on worshiping 
God. Today, God 
graciously invites you to 
worship Him through 
faith in Jesus Christ.  

PRAYER OF 
INVOCATION/
ADORATION::
God has called us to 
worship, so we now 
respond by humbly 
praying for His Spirit to 
help us worship Him in 
spirit and in truth.  We 
pray with confidence 
that he will meet us as 
He has promised 
through His Word, 
prayer, and the 
sacraments.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TIME OF PREPARATION
Personal Prayer of Preparation:  Almighty God, you pour out the spirit of 
grace and supplication on all who desire it. Deliver us from cold hearts and 
wandering thoughts, that with steady minds and burning zeal we may 
worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GOSPEL WELCOME
To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for 
comfort; to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a 
Savior; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness; and to whoever will come–this church opens wide 
her doors and offers her welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                              Psalm 65:1-4

Pastor:  Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows 
be performed. O you who hear prayer, to you shall all flesh come. 

Congregation:  When iniquities prevail against me, you atone for our 
transgressions.

All:  Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your 
courts! We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, the 
holiness of your temple!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION/ADORATION
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.
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*SONG OF PRAISE
To God Be The GLory

[1. To God be the glory great things He has done
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin
And opened the life gate that all may go in

Chorus  Praise the Lord praise the Lord
Let the earth hear His voice
Praise the Lord praise the Lord
Let the people rejoice
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give Him the glory great things He has done

2. O perfect redemption the purchase of blood
To every believer the promise of God
The vilest offender who truly believes
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives
Chorus

3. Great things He has taught us
Great things He has done
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son
But purer and higher and greater will be
Our wonder our transport when Jesus we see
Chorus

SINGING:
God delights in hearing 
his people sing. As we 
sing our faith, we give 
praise to God and he 
transforms our hearts so 
that we are more like 
His Son.  
“Next to the Word of 
God, music deserves 
the highest praise. The 
gift of language 
combined with the gift 
of song was given to 
man that he should 
proclaim the Word of 
God through Music.” 
~ Martin Luther

Words and music by Ben 
Fielding, Brian Johnson, Ed 
Cash, Jason ingram, Jenn 
Johnson.  © 2018 Capitol 
CMG Paragon; Fellow Ships 
Music; So Essential Tunes; 
SHOUT! Music Publishing 
Australia; Bethel Music 
Publishing
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CONFESSION OF 
FAITH:
Through faith in Jesus 
Christ, God’s Truth sets 
us free from the lies of 
the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. We affirm 
our faith each Lord’s 
Day as we worship God 
to remind and 
strengthen us in our 
faith. This also unites 
our hearts with one 
another in the core 
beliefs of who God is 
and what He has done, 
is doing and will do.

CONGREGATIONAL 
PRAYER:
As an expression of 
faith and unity, we join 
together in corporate 
prayer.  Prayer is a 
means of grace by 
which God works His 
grace into our hearts.  
We lift up specific 
needs to our powerful 
and merciful God, 
asking for His help for 
one another, the 
Church, our city, our 
nation, and our world.

*CONFESSION OF FAITH 
Heidelberg Catechism Q and A 60

Q. How are you righteous before God?

A. Only by true faith in Jesus Christ. Even though my conscience 
accuses me of having grievously sinned against all God’s 
commandments,of never having kept any of them, and of still 
being inclined toward all evil, nevertheless, without any merit of 
my own, out of sheer grace, God grants and credits to me the 
perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I 
had never sinned nor been a sinner, and as if I had been as 
perfectly obedient as Christ was obedient for me. All I need to 
do is accept this gift with a believing heart.

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER



*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*SONG OF THANKSGIVING
How Deep The Father’s Love

1. How deep the Father's love for us
How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory

2. Behold the Man upon a cross
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

3. I will not boast in anything
No gifts no pow’r no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ
His death and resurrection

Why should I gain from His reward
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom
(repeat)

Please sign and pass the attendance registers.  
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PASSING OF THE 
PEACE:
As recipients of God’s 
grace, we have 
received peace from 
Him. In response, we 
invite you to  share that 
peace with one another 
with a greeting, 
handshake or a hug, 
being especially 
mindful of those you 
have not yet met.  
Christians have long 
greeted one another 
with the phrase, “May 
the peace of Christ be 
with you” and receive 
back the greeting “And 
also with you.”

Words and music by Stuart 
Townend.  © 1995 Thankyou 
Music Ltd.

.
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+WORSHIP OF GOD THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Lamb Of God

+Children Kindergarten and younger are dismissed for Worship Care. 

THE OFFERING:
The offering is part of 
our worship of God as 
we give back to Him 
what He has so 
graciously given us.  
As David said in 
1 Chronicles, “But who 
am I, and who are my 
people, that we should 
be able to give as 
generously as this? 
Everything comes from 
you, and we have given 
you only what comes 
from your hand.”  
(29:14)

Online Giving Link:

Words and music:  Twila Paris.  
Arranged by Mark Hayes.
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SCRIPTURE: 
“All Scripture is 
breathed out by God 
and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for 
training in 
righteousness, that the 
man of God may be 
complete, equipped for 
every good work.”
2 Timothy 3:16-17

PRAYER OF 
ILLUMINATION:  
The prayer of 
illumination asks the 
Holy Spirit to “turn on 
the light” in our hearts 
so that we understand 
and are transformed by 
God’s Word as it is read 
and preached.
 

THE SERMON:
The preaching of the 
sermon is a means of 
grace and kindness 
from the Lord.  
As it says in the 
Westminster Shorter 
Catechism Answer 89, 
“The Spirit of God 
maketh the reading, but 
especially the 
preaching, of the Word, 
an effectual means of 
convincing and 
converting sinners, and 
of building them up in 
holiness and comfort, 
through faith, unto 
salvation.”

*SCRIPTURE READING
Titus 2:9-15

9 Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in 
everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 10 
not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything 
they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in 
the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing 
of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who 
gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 
purify for himself a people for his own possession who are 
zealous for good works.

15 Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let 
no one disregard you.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

SERMON                          Rev. Mark A. Forbes



SERMON NOTES

9



10

*SONG OF RESPONSE
Amazing Grace

l. Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now am found
Was blind but now I see

2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

3. Through many dangers toils and snares
I have already come
'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far
And grace will lead me home

4. When we've been there ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we've first begun

Words and music by John 
Newton.  Public Domain.

 



*BENEDICTION

*CHURCH’S DOXOLOGY (Psalm 72)

Now, blessed be Jehovah,  God, the God of Israel
Who only doeth wondrous works, in glory that exel
Who only doeth wondrous works, in glory that exel

And blessed be His glorious name through all eternity
The whole earth let His glory fill.  Amen, so let it be;
The whole earth let His glory fill.  Amen, so let it be.

SOLI DEO GLORIA

BENEDICTION:
The benediction is not 
a prayer; it is a 
pronouncement of 
blessing from God.  
You have worshiped 
and now you will go out 
into your week to labor. 
Go in peace and with 
the blessing of God’s 
covenant promises 
upon you.  You belong 
to Him and you will be 
his forever.  No matter 
the difficulties and trials 
that may come, 
remember you are 
loved by God and He is 
always with you. 

“The Church’s Doxology” - Words - 
Psalm 72; Music by Holden, public 
domain.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and OPPORTUNITIES

Welcome to Dutchman Creek Middle School Gospel Choir!  

TODAY 
● Join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for Coffee and Connections.
● Anyone interested in helping with the Back To Bethlehem Lunch on 12/6 is invited to a 

planning meeting in the Fellowship Hall during Coffee and Connections.  

WEDNESDAY, 11/11
● LHC Dawn Prayer via Zoom - Join us from 6:30 - 7:00 a.m. as Mark leads us in scripture and 

prayer time for one another and LHC.  Contact Mark for the Zoom link. 
● Wednesday Night Fellowship   - Dinner at 5:30; Classes at 6:15

● Menu: Turkey/Ham and Cheese Sliders, Salad, Fruit, Chips, Desserts

SUNDAY, 11/15  - Worship at 9:30

BIBLE READING PLAN FOR NOVEMBER:
Job 1 - 22; Ezekiel 1 - 48; Daniel 1 - 12;  John 7:37 -13:38 ; 1 John; 2 John; 3 John; Jude

NOVEMBER MISSIONS PRAYER FOCUS: Outreach North America; Please also pray for Belmont 
Middle School - LHC is providing lunch for their staff on Friday.

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS: TODAY - Andy Osborne; 11/10 - Becky Winfree
11/11 - Betty Weisskopf and David Hunter; 11/16 - Glenna Sevy; 11/21 - Alex Keipper

SAVE THE DATES:
11/15 - Ladies Thanksgiving Reading Plan begins (via YouVersion Bible App)
11/21 - Men’s Ministry Breakfast (7:30 - 9:00 a.m.)
11/21 - Set tables for Thanksgiving Covered Dish (1:00 p.m.)
11/22 - Thanksgiving Service at 5:00 followed by Covered Dish Dinner.

Adult Choir and Kids Music rehearsal at 4:00
11/29  - First Sunday in Advent
12/2 - Ladies Favorite Things Christmas Party (6:00 - 8:00 p.m.) at Pauline Styers’ home
12/6 - Back To Bethlehem Luncheon after worship
12/9 - Outreach opportunity - help pack gifts for our ministry partner’s Christmas Party (11:00 a.m.)              
           Contact Betsy for more details
12/10 - Thursday Morning Bible Study Brunch (11:00 a.m.) at Christy Orr’s
12/12 - LHC Drop in Christmas Party at Trey and Jena Jenkins’ home (5:00 - 8:00 p.m.)
12/20 - College Student Luncheon after worship
12/24 - Christmas Eve Service at 5:00



LEADERSHIP

Pastor
Mark Forbes

704-685-1335
mforbes@lhcbelmont.org

Session
Matt Adams

Vinnie Cherry
Artie Cooper
Tim Daniels

Jon Ford
Bill Sevy

Need prayer?  

● We have elders available to pray with you after the service in the parlor.
Exit the right door and turn right.  Elders Vinnie Cherry and Bill Sevy are 
serving this month.

● You may also scan the QR code to submit a prayer request.  
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The LORD bless you and keep you;
The LORD make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you; 
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you 

and give you peace.
Numbers 6:24-26

LIVING HOPE CHURCH OF BELMONT
WWW.LHCBELMONT.ORG


